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Airport History 

The Midcoast Regional Redevelopment Authority (MRRA) owns and operates Brunswick Executive Airport 

(BXM).  The airport is the site of the former Naval Air Station Brunswick, which was closed by a decision 

of the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Commission.  MRRA submitted a Public Benefit 

Conveyance (PBC) in December 2009 requesting 835.7 acres of land and associated aviation facilities from 

the Navy. The deed to transfer the first portion of airport property was signed on March 22, 2011.  BXM 

opened as a general aviation (GA) airport on April 2, 2011, three months before the official base closing.  

The airport PBC was eventually expanded to encompass 992.2 acres of land and facilities that serve as 

Brunswick Executive Airport. 

Airport Capital Improvement Program  

The buildings on the airport, particularly the hangars, were designed to accommodate and maintain large 

military aircraft and are not ideally suited for the general aviation market.  Similarly, the aviation facilities 

(runways, taxiways) were constructed to military, not civilian, standard.  The FAA’s Military Airport 

Program (MAP) was established in 1990 to provide funding to support the transition of former military air 

bases into civilian airports.  Brunswick Executive Airport was approved to participate in the MAP program 

in 2011.  During the period from 2011 through 2014, Brunswick Executive Airport received FAA grants 

totaling just over $13.5M.  The five year Capital Improvement Plan for the period covering Federal Fiscal 

Years 2015-2019 includes projects budgeted at $11.4M. 

Airport deficiencies were identified and prioritized with the help of airport consultants, Maine 

Department of Transportation and FAA airport safety inspectors.  The results of the BXM Capital 

Improvement Program (CIP) during this period are listed below: 

 The first hangar designed specifically for general aviation was completed.  These T-hangars provide 

10 units for private aircraft storage.   

 Crack sealing and joint repair projects were completed 

on the primary runway, 1R/19L. 

 The former Navy Air Operations Building was 

renovated to serve as an Air Terminal building.  This 

facility is now home to FlightLevel Aviation and is the 

focal point for General Aviation (GA) activities at the 

airport.   Renovations included ADA improvements, 

installing new HVAC and lighting systems for energy 

efficiency, construction of an elevator, and installing a 

new roofing system with increased insulation.  Additionally, the second floor of the terminal building 

was renovated to serve as the offices for MRRA. 

 The first stage of renovations to Hangar 5 were completed.  This project repaired the hangar roof and 

replaced two of the buildings 4 boilers that had failed. 
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 Two design-only projects were completed.  Improvements to the airport stormwater systems were 

designed based on the previously completed stormwater survey.  A new Snow Removal Equipment 

(SRE) building was designed to facilitate maintenance of this critical equipment.  Both of these projects 

will be constructed during 2015.   

 A new approach lighting system was 

installed for runway 1R. 

 A new airfield lighting vault was constructed 

and demolition of the old vault was 

completed.  The new lighting systems has 

increased lighting reliability and reduced 

electrical utility costs. 

 Runway obstructions were removed from 

the approach path for runway 19L. 

Future planned Capital Improvement Projects include: 

 Restore the airport glycol capture system used for aircraft deicing operations 

 Installation of new safety systems for Hangar 6 doors 

 Building 295 Fire Protection System repair and upgrade 

 Repair pavement and parking apron and remove excess airfield pavement 

 Provide power pedestals installation for GA tie down areas 

 Wildlife fence installation (as required by Wildlife Management Plan)  

 Remove runway 1R/19L centerline lights  

 Replace Runway 1R approach lighting system 

 Construction of a new hangar suitable to support the storage requirements for GA aircraft 

 

Airport Businesses 

Building 200, the Air Terminal is the home of FlightLevel Aviation (FLA) and Maine Coastal Flight.  

FLA currently employs 5 people and serves as the fixed base operator (FBO), providing services 

to pilots and aircraft operating from the airport.  FLA has recently renewed their government fuel 

contract for federally owned and chartered aircraft.  This contract was awarded through a 

competitive bid process and reflects FLA’s commitment to provide excellent customer service 

and high quality products.  Maine Coastal Flight is a sub-tenant to FLA, offering flight instruction 

and scenic tours. 

Building 151, the current site for Maine Tool and Machine, was among the facilities ready for 

immediate use.  This building required only minor upgrades to the electrical power system to 

support this high-tech, precision machining company, which currently employs ten people. 
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Building 250’s third floor, the former command suite for NAS Brunswick is occupied by SaviLinx, 

LLC.  SaviLinx offers innovative “cloud based” contact center services focusing on Government 

clients.  Projected employment will be 100+ people. 

Hangar 5, which was the home for two P-3 squadrons on the former base, now provides 

temporary aircraft storage for FlightLevel Aviation.   

Hangar 6, the newest hangar constructed by the Navy at Brunswick, was built to accommodate 

the P-8 Neptune, a modified military version of the Boeing 737.   Hangar 6 can accommodate 

aircraft as large as a Boeing 757.  The features and design of this facility makes it an ideal location 

for a company involved in the manufacture or repair and overhaul of aircraft.  It was this state-

of-the-art facility that attracted Tempus Jets and Kestrel Aircraft Company to locate in 

Brunswick.  Tempus Jets is a licensed FAA Part 145 Repair Station with Product Manufacturing 

Authority (PMA) for several thousand aircraft components. Kestrel is a startup company that is 

working to certify the Kestrel, a 6-8 seat turboprop aircraft.  Hangar 6 also soon be the Maine 

office for Hoyle, Tanner and Associates (HTA).  HTA is an engineering firm specializing in 

transportation and environmental services.   HTA serves as the airport consultants for Brunswick 

Executive Airport. 
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Airport Events 

The airport’s mission statement reads “The Brunswick Executive Airport, through the direction 

of MRRA’s of Trustees, will provide a safe, cost-effective general aviation airport that creates and 

enriches economic, educational, cultural and recreational opportunities for the greater Midcoast 

Maine area.”  In following with that mission, the airport has opened the facilities to a number of 

events intended to enhance the quality of life for local residents.  Additionally, each of these 

events brought significant, positive local media attention to the airport and the base 

redevelopment efforts, and resulted in economic benefit to the Midcoast region. 

2013 Events 

Race the Runways, returned to the airport on Saturday, April 6 2013.  Several Hundred runners 

encountered strong, gusty winds on the course.   During the mile-long stretch up the taxiway, the 

athletes had to face 30 MPH headwinds.  

The Great State of Maine Air Show that was scheduled for August was cancelled.  All of the military 

performers, including the Blue Angels and Air Force Demonstration teams were grounded due to the 

federal government sequestration. 

EAA Chapter 87 held a Fly-In on June 22, 2013.  The event focused on Young Eagle flights, with over 30 

young eagles taking their first flight.  The EAA Young Eagles Program was developed to welcome young 

people into the world of aviation. 

The fly-in also allowed local 

residents to tour the airport, see 

airplanes up-close and to meet 

some of the pilots that use the 

facility. 
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2014 Events 

Race the Runways was back for a fourth year on April 5, 2014.  Over 900 runners completed one 

of the race distances.   

EAA Chapter 87 held their second annual Fly-In on June 21, 2014.  With over 20 airplanes, every 

child who showed up for a Young Eagle flight was able to fly. 

 

Other Events 

In August 2013 and July 2014, MRRA hosted Maine Ace Camp for a day of learning about airport 

operations.  The Maine ACE Camp is structured towards aviation campers ages 12-16. The camp 

is a day camp in which campers are 

introduced to many different fun aspects 

of aviation, both military and civilian.  At 

Brunswick, campers learned about the 

many careers related to airports, including 

airport management, airport design and 

engineering, aircraft maintenance 

technicians, and aircraft service providers.  

Several of the campers earned Young 

Eagle Certificates while flying with 

volunteers from the local EAA Chapter. 
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2015 Planned Events 

Race the Runways will return to the airport on Saturday, April 4th. 

EAA Chapter 87 and BXM will host a Fly-In and Young Eagles Event on June 20th. 

The American Yankee Association has selected BXM 

as the location for its annual convention, July 13-16.  

This event will bring owners of Grumman Yankee and 

Tiger aircraft from around the country to enjoy the 

hospitality of Midcoast Maine.  Approximately 50 

aircraft are expected to come to Brunswick for this 

event. 

 

The Great State of Maine Air Show will return on Labor Day Weekend, September 5th and 6th, 

2015, following a three year hiatus.  This will be the first appearance ever in Maine for the US Air 

Force F-22 Demonstration Team and the first appearance for the US Navy Blue Angels since 2011.  

MRRA has partnered with Air Show Network to produce this year’s event.  
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Airport Strategic Objectives 

 Effectively manage and utilize BXM’s resources – land, facilities, finances, and staff – for 

maximum effectiveness, growth and profitability in order to make the airport self-

sustaining 

 Invest in facility upgrades and provide training to enhance airport safety and readiness 

 Maintain community support for the airport through airport events and programs 

 Ensure that the airport is a good steward of the environment 

 


